LIFE  AND  LETTEES  OF  H.  TAINE
did not compose the work sees more clearly, perhaps, than he who has dazzled himself by polishing it up in all its parts. I must tell you frankly beforehand that there is one fault I fear. You remember M. Baudrillart's address to young men ? it was warm, well worked out, serious, but it was too rhetorical, too academical; too much care in its form and a too great desire to make it dramatic spoiled an excellent composition, and gave it the air of a schoolboy's work. I suspect from your letter that you run the same risk with your literary form, so scholarly and so animated, your alternate arguments from both sides, your assumption of the part of counsellor, your attempts at good style. I fear that your composition may be more suitable for the Ecole Normale than for the Press. The Press demands less art, fewer ornaments; it requires either a scientifically logical or business-like style.
You must be careful of your first step, Did not I tell you that in your last work on M. Michelet there was something which still savoured of the class room. ? Those fine phrases after the maaner of Rousseau, harmonious, rich, elegant, those long and happy inversions would seem out of place. In these times words are actions, and we do not 'want flowers on the points of bayonets. Take your flowers away if you can ; take a less beautiful form, more abrupt, more striking, drier, less worthy of an artist, more worthy of a pamphleteer. Succeed you must; it will be my only consolation for your resolution. Instead of the silence you refuse me, give me victory.
You will forgive all this, I hope; you know that I tell you everything as freely as I tell myself, and I never love you more than when you do the same for me.
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